TATE OF CALIFORNIA — HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

CALFRESH (CF) PROGRAM
REQUEST FOR POLICY/REGULATION INTERPRETATION
INSTRUCTIONS: Complete items 1 - 10 on the form. Use & separate form for each policy interprefation request. If additional space is

nesded, please use the second page. Be sure o identify the additional discussion with the appropriaie number and heading. Retain a copy
of the CF 24 for your records.

Questions from counties, including county Quality Control, must be submitted by the county CalFresh Coordinator and may be submitted
diractly to the CalFresh Policy analyst assigned responsibility for the county, with & copy direcied 10 the appropriate CalFresh Policy unit
manager.

Questions from Administrative Law Judges may be submitted directy to the CalFresh Policy analyst assignad responsibility ic the county

_where the hearing took place, with a copy of the form direcied io the appropriate CaiFresh Bureau unit manager.

RESPONSE NEEDED DUE TO- 5. DATE OF REQUEST: I NEED RESPONSE BY:
«  Policy/Reguiation Interpretation 21112013 Po2/14/201 3{» )
Toac 6 COUNTY/ORGANIZATION:
——_— . County of Riverside

Fair Hearing

7.  SUBIECT:
Other: ES, CalFresh Certification Period
'F{EQU ESTOR NAME: ) 8. REFERENCES: (include ACL/ACIN, courl cases, elc. in referances)

Robin Zeno-Jackson NOTE: Al requests must have a reguiation cite{s) and/or 2 referencefs).

PHONE NO.: ' 4 5
951 358-4994 i

AEGULATION CITE(S):
ACL 12-74

QUESTION: (INCLUDE SCENARIO IF NEEDED FOR CLARITYY:

The California Department of Soctal Services (CDSS) is simplifying the certification process for all HH issued CF benefits
under ES in conjunction with the implementation of Assembly Bill (AB) 1352, in current state regulations, quarterly reporiing
(QR} and change reporting (CR) HHs are treated differently regarding certification length.

in an effort to promote program simplification, all HHs issued CF benefits under ES must be certified for the maximum
certification time period allowable, in accordance with the HH's circumstances. For example:

ES application with alf verifications provided 12 months
ES with postponed veriiications — application on or before the 15th - 1 month
ES with postponed verifications — application after the 15th 2 months

Elderly and Disabted HH's ES appilication with ali verifications- 24 months- { Is this correct? Are there stifl one month certs?)

REQUESTOR'S PROPOSED ANSWER:

fam not sure. This ACL could mean counties issue one month in ES benefits but give a 12 month certification period.
Fow has certification periods for Change Reporting households changed with this ACL?

STATE POLICY RESPONSE (CFPB USE ONLY):

Assembly Bill (AB) 1358 requires that, as of January 1, 2013 all CalFresh applications be screened for ES. ACL 12-74
attempts to simpiify the process by making it possibie to treat QR and CR to be ireated the same for purposes of
certification, as allowable, in accordance with the HHs circumstances.

7 CFR 273.2(i)(4)(iil) states: Households that are cerlified on an expedited basis and have provided all necessary
verification... shall be assigned normal certification periods.

This means that whatever the normal certification period for the client would be under either QR or CR.

continued on next page.

FOR CDSS USE

DATE RECEIVED: | DATE RESPONDED TC COUNTY/ALY:
February 11,2013 | March 15,2013
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CALFRESH (CF) PROGRAM

REQUEST FOR POLICY/REGULATION INTERPRETATION (Continued)

1. RESPONSE NEEDED DUE TO: ‘5 DATE OF REQUEST. NEED RESPONSE BY:
o Policy/Regulation interpretation |
ac 6. COUNTY/ORGANIZATION:
Fair Hearing
7. BUBJECT:
Other:
-3 atouESTOR NAME. T -8. F%E%ERENCES: finclude ACL/ACIN, court cases, elc. in references)

NOTE: All requests must have s regubation clie(s) andfor a referonca(s),

3. PHONENO.

4. REGULATION CITE{S):

ACL 12-74 states: CDSS is simplifying the certification process for all households issued CalFresh benefits under 28 in
conjunction with the implementation of AB 1359. This simplification is in compliance with 7 CFR § 273.20){4)(A) and (B} in
current state regulations, guarterty reporting (QR) and change reporting (CR) households are treated differently regarding
certification length. Effective January 1, 2013, in an effort to promote program simplification, all households issued CalFresh
benefits under £S will be certified for the MAXIMUM CERTIFICATION ALLOWABLE, in accordance with the household's
circumstances.

On or before the 15th day of the month:

The intent of ACL 12-74 is 10 clarify {0 counties that they should follow the federal regulations in accordance with 7 CFR 273.2
(B4 () (A) and (B} when households apply for CalFrash benefits under ES, when applying on or before the 15 day of the
month. Households must provide the postponed verification prior 1o the end of the month of application in order for that
household to continue to receive benefits for the subseguent month and the remaining months of their certification perod. If
the household fails to provide the postponed verification within the month of application, the case is discontinued and the
household will have to reapply.

On or afier the 15th day of the month:

This is also true for households that apply on or afier the 15th of the month. The household shall be issued CaiFresh benefits
for the month of application and the subseguent month at the same time. in order for the househoid to continue to receive
benefits for the third month, the household must provide the postponed verification within 30 days following the date of
appiication. i they fail fo provide their postponed verification within the 30th day, the household's case will be discontinued
prior 1o the third month and the household will need 10 reapply.

ACL 12-74 is providing instructions 1o counties o simplify the process

The bottom line is that ACL 12-74 simplifies the process for ES certification by assigning the maximum amount of time for the
household's certification periods up to federal law alicws which will either be 6 months, 12 months or 24 months once the
household has provided the posiponed verification, whether they are QR or CR, in accordance with the household's
circumstances. So whatever the maximum amount of certification time would normally be, that's what the amount of time that
you will certify the househoid.
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